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Accidents

that shouldn’

happen

wo fatal aliliner crashes this

yoar ares o sober reminder that

commeaerclal alr trivel sofety i
not all about reducing virus transmis-
ston; the pres-pandamic industry defing.
lion of safety first remaing true,

Ther May crivh of Pakistan
International Alrlines (PIA) flight 83073,
an Alrbus A320, In Farachl, and the:
August tunway crcursion of an Alr India
Express ight 1AN34, o Boeing 737, in
Kozhikode, Kerala, had different origing
and causes, But they share a commaon
factor—the crashes, and loss of 116
lives, were (otally avoidable,

Thatis unacceptable in 2020.

The India crash occurred on what is
referred to as o "abletop” airport, one of
threee such alrports InIndia that feature:
runvrays otop flattencd hills, Another,
Mangalore Interational Alrport, wirs the:
site of anather Alr India Express fatal
accident, in May 2010, when a 737-800
rin olf the: runway end fallowing contin-
uation of an unstable approach,

There were lessons from the 2010
crash that could have prevented this
year' crash, including elirminating
downward slopes beyond runwiay ends
and installing Engineering 1aterial
Arresting Systems (EMAS), which were
recommended by investigators of the
Mangalore accident. The sod irony of
the Kozhikode crash is that it was o
pandemic repatriation flight from Dubal,
Ther passengers viere retuming horme
In o world made dangerous by a virus,
only to bhe endangered by their mode
of transport,

Karen Walker | Editor-in-Chief
t. haren, walkerGuinfurmad.com

The: Karachi cranh is even more
shocking in ity needlessness and for
the: discoveries that have emerged a5
pant of the: investigation. Inezplicably,
PIA 8303 pilots continued vith an
unstable approach and forgot to
crrend the landing gear before scrap-
ing the: runway and going around, The
alrcroft then lost engine power and
crashed in o residential area 25 it was
circling. Worse, the investigation has
Indicated thiot 20% of Pakistan's 260
commercial pilots may have falsified
their licenses by getting others to take
thesr wiritten tests,

FAL has responded o that discovery
by dunngrading Paristan's Intermational
fuviation Safety Assesoment (1LSA) status
from Cateqory 1to Category 2, mean-
ing airlines from Pavistan are banned
from flying into the: US. Other regional
avistion authorities, including Europe’s
EASA, have taken similar action,

That's a good art, IASA down-
grodes typically have the offect of
focusing a country’s aviation requlators
on urgently reassessing their ouersight
processes and addressing deficiencies,

The safety failures of Pakistan and
India's air transpornt systemns will, as
alwiays, be belter addressed by collab-
orative industry initiatives. That wiil be
harder to do in a pandermic
quarantings, border closures and virus
mitigation measures,

But safety—whether it's keeping
aircraft clean or avolding crashes—
remains this industry’s credibilty cus-
rency. ATW
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